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To Mr. S—/. 


$ FN; 

0 D may perhaps be ſomewhat ſurprized, that 
upon this Occaſion I addreſs you, that are 
: moſt 4 Stranger to me, and, as you tell rc, 
a Diſſenter from the Church of England : But, in truth, 
theſe are the very Reaſons that inducd me to it For 
I deſire not the Fauour of a Friend, but the Juſtice 
of an Impartial Stranger in this caſe ; and I the ra- 
ther appeal to one 7 2 Perſwaſton, becanſe, I would 
convince you that I have really a Regard to the ſeri- 
ous and well-defigning part among you. / 
Ii for your her in a great meaſure, that I Pub- 
liſ this Diſcourſe, to ſhew you, in the moſt Unehri- 
iar e T have met with upon the account of it, 

what Impoſtors there are amongit us. 2 
Indeed I am moſt abſolntely of your Opinion in 
This, that there are of Both Sides, moſt pernicious 
Engines working Breaches and [[1-blood ; and there- 
fore I never think of them but with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt and Pity, as the deſpicabPſt Mifereants, whoſe 
Praiſes I ſhould abhor, and Iook upom their good Word 
n the greateſt of my Misfortmes. = 
As ta the following Sermon, I ftall leave it wholly 
e ſhift for it ſelf, not donbting but as it is extorted 
from we after the rudeſt manner, in fo much haſte, 
ad without my ever having the leaſt thonght of cou 
uunicating it to the World, there will be allowances 
made, by thoſe that have any Candour or real Mode- 
ſs ation, 
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filthy CharaFers, an 
Nobleſt Subject, even ſuch as this was, upon A Di- 


on ! Ie are expoſed as Seditious, and Enemies to the 
Queen, for Hallowing. the Sacred Prerogative of the 


by Enforcing the Duty of Relyance upon Him? Wet 


Had but juſt before met both Houſes, and conſequently Þ 
muſt be defrened againſt Her anoſt Gracious Speech, 


and againſt the Proceedings of the Preſent Govern- 


malte, that it may Cavil and Embroil ! 3 this 


ration, for whatever there may be found in it in an 
Undreſs. | 
And when the unbyaſt'd Reader fees how far jhz 
whole Deſren and Drift of this Diſcourſe is from [6 
much as touching upon State Aﬀairs, or Publick Go. 
verntment, I doubt not but he will compaſſionate the 
preſent Circumſtances of the Clergy, who, indeed, ma; 
well be ſuppoſed to deſpair, if they cannot be protect. 
ed from being publickly traduc'd in the moſt vile and 
1 ſo expoſed to the Hatred and 
Fur; of the Mob, Only, and without any other Pro- 
vocation, than for Preaching to their Peqple in pon the 


vine Confidence and Trult in God. 50 
Alas! Is it grown a Crime to Vindicate Relig- 


Crown, and Eſtabliſhing Her Right by the Prizeiples 
of Religion, as well as State Politicks But 7s it an 
fence to Vindicate God againſt Deiſts and Atheiſts, 


then may the Ways of Sion mourn, and her Prieſts { 


But it ſeems there was the word [Princes] in my 
Text, and this happened at a time when Her Majeſty 


ment. Behold here, what poor Shifts Slander will 
is the moſt ridiculous piece of. Nonſenſe that Malice 
has invented ; "tis ſuch a Contradlictiun in it ſelf, 
that there's, no Man. of Common Reaſon + or Honeſty 


but 
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but muſt deſpiſe it, as I do, and the Authors of it; 
for whom I have yet the moſt extenſive Charity, and 
do entirely deſire Him, who is to be their fudge, to 
pardon and forgive them, whoever they are. 
nut ſtill this is apiece of Forgery ſo ill aim'd that 


it can never penetrate ſuch Lead as this miſt needs 


0 back to its firſt ſoft place Fr e bnow;  wavt 


that Her Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech was not in 
Print "till the Day after JI Preachd that Sermon ? 


But had it been the Day before, it cannot be ſuppoſed : 


that ſuch a Deſan could be produc d, like a Muſh- 
room, in one Night. 8 fy ry 
But, Sir, to ſatisſie all Doubts and TFealouſres, I 
will here take leave to tell you, and all the World, 
what a profound Allegiance 1 think my ſelf oblig'd to 
pay to the Queen's Majeſty, according to the Princi- 


ples of that Church, of which, I hope, I am a true 


Member + And it is quite different from what ſome 
of Her Majeſty's pretended Friends ſo publichly 
Efpouſe and Preach up in the Revived Doctrine of 


Refiſtance and Rebellion! For, believe me Sir, that 
were it poſſable for me to ve perſwaded, that there 


could be any thing in that moſt Comprehenſive aud Ex- 


ellent Speech againſt the Favour of the Church, alas 


[conld never appeal unto the People iz that Caſe ; 
No ! but I ſhould rather lament it in private and be- 
fore Crod alone; and rather waſh it out with my Tears ; 


or, (if it could be) expiate it with my deareſt Blood / 


And ] have more than the common Arguments to 
prevail with me to this Duty For 1 am come out of 


the Aſhes of an Ondone Family; the beſt part of 
which Periſh'd for their Integrity and Faithfulneſs to 
the Crown. ' Perhaps i his will be charg d upon me as 
IR | e ER : an 
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an Ori ginal Sin, and ex traduce. Bui xo walter for ; 
that; I bleſs God for it, and glory iu it, if it wor | 


that is in relation do the Preſent Government ; fo I 


that with all poſſible Submiiſion and Zeal to Authori- 4 
ty, I have Induſtriouſly labour d to Teach and to Per. 1 
ſwacle my People to be Dutiſul and Obedient to the dt 
Magiſtracy i every Ordinance and Diſpenſation, for i bv 


| has committed to my Charge, how #0, govers their own | 
Paſſionc, to infuſe into them an healing Spirit, and 


that can, and will teſtsfie, on Occaſion, how earneſtly 


—— 


ouly upon this account, that I cannot be up po ſedl to 
degenerate ſo from my firſt Principle, as ever now. 
ingly to Conſent either to its Trouble or Undermining, 
and eſpecially now tis fixed upon the Sacred Temple; © 
of a Breen that has endear'd me, and alt good Men | 
fo Her entire Intereſt; not ouly by Her Royal and 
True Deſcent, but by Her Unparalleld and Nati © 
Goodneſs. 3 — 

There is one Thing more that I would obſerve, and 


would be rightly underſtood by you, and all good Men, 1 
particularly in this Point And I do afſure you, Sir, 1 


Y .& 
* 4 


the ſake of God. | 
Indeed my ohief Buſoneſs concerning Government, 


has been to inform them, whom the Pnovidence of God 


es 


ar T Nc ron rhe 
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the Spirit of Truth, Unity, and Concord; and that, 


not by. an inmoderate and giddy. Zeal to frighten i 
them as, they ſay, ſome do ſometimes into Deſpair, I © 


by thunderine out Anathema, and Reprobation, I 
againſd them, Nos bub by the moſs ſoft and gentle 
Methods that I have been able to contrive to win them 
ho their Duty, and enamour hems with Good. | 
Aud, I bleſs God, I have Thouſands in my Pariſh | 


+ have preſed, theſe Duties upon them ; lim often 14 


bade 
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„ hae in Publick urg'd the great neceſſity of not dif. g 
re fring in our Affectious, however in forme Thiugs we 
„ MY ny happen to differ in our Judgment. 
„Ard tie with an unſpeakable & atisfaFion that / re- 
„ Jince in the Succeſs of my Labour aud Concern for 
„ em ; that I behold conſtantly in my Church, a Con- 

ff (reg4tron increaſed by ſome of them, wha beretafore, 
through Prejudice of Educatiaz, ur ſome other un- 
leb Miſtakes, have thought it a Sin ta came within 
thoſe Walle; and that at my Mouthly Sacrament I 
un ſee ſuch happy numbers of Communicauts, and 
Jdminiſter the Sacred P ledges to. about Five Hundred 
a one the, FVV 

Theſe. are the Demonſtrations what my Converſatian 
bus been among them; and I ruſt own, ta da them 
Juſtice, that I have no reaſon to complain of an un- 
dutiful or diſaffeFiouate. Return from them ; but I 
have alwayes met with a moſt kind and generous Re- 
ſe, ſuch» as has raifed me above the reach of unjuſt 
Dbloguy, and vile ill-natur d Defamation. 

This ] hall ever look upon as the greateſt Bleſſing 
of my Life; and Bleſſed God continue me but the 
Hearts and Affections of my People, tis all I crave 
for my moſt faithful Mzniſtrations, which neither De- 
uls, nor the Ill Deſigns of Wicked Men, ſhall be ever 
able to pervert or interrupt. © 

There are ſome Tempers that are implacable, and 
never to be wore or wrought upon without a Miracle 
Gad. graut that Miracle upon them, that when we 
ſhall one time meet together before our Judge, we ma; 
bebol4 each others Faces with Joy, in that one place 
where all Jars and Diſcords ſhall fon ever ceaſe. 


[has 
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"Thus FO 'T without Reſerve, 4 a | Boch with 

you, which 1 hope will not be diſagreeable, eſpecialli 
in that it is without Hypocriſie, and ſordid ay 
lation; ; for I have obſerved in you, in our laſt (and 


indeed 3 in our firſt and only) Converſation, an Ingem fl () 
OU Diſpofe tion to an open Integrity and plain Dealing, 1 

This is the moſt generous way of ( virgerſe, and ve - 

valuable wherever it is found. 4 E 
And as to thoſe private Locuſts, who come out off 
the dark to deſtroy the Fruit, they are, as J take tf 
the wileſt part of the Creation, and not worth ths. I 

Thoughts of a Man, nor any part of his Breath; | : 

ms mMy Reſolution they ſhall Fade 10 ſhare 1 in mine, F 
only in my Breathings to Almighty God, if it be 
| poſſible, for their Converſion. 1 

Iam, 51 R, A 

: = *" 

Your Hearty Well-wiſher, N : 
and Humble Servant, 


R. Melton. 


PS AL. cxlvj. 3, 5. 


) put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the 
Son of Man, in whom there is no help. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for 
his help: and whoſe hope is in the Lord 
his God. s 


Als Pſalm, as ſome believe, was Com- V. 8. Ei i» 

: poſed by David, as an Exhortation and 4e. 
Incitement to the People, to ſing Praiſes 
and Hallelujahs to God, from the Conti- 
deration of ſeveral of the Divine Excellencies which 
make Him the proper Object of our Confidence, 
in all the Circumſtances and Conditions of our 
Lives. 5 

In the 118th Pſalm: he ſeems to ſing much in the 
ſame Strain, in that Panegyrick Hymn which he 
Compoſed, as 'tis generally thought, after his In- _ 
{rallment to the Kingdom; after he had overcome | 
nis Enemies the Philiſtinecs, recovered the Ark of | i 
God from them, and ſettled it in the Place which 4 
he had before prepared for it. In which the Royal 
Prophet having ſet the Pſalm, O gie Thanks unto 1 Chron. 16.8. 
the Lord, and.call upon his Name, male known his 
wondrous Deeds among the People, &c, that it might 
be ſung in a more full and mellow Choir, he calls 
upon them all, all that had an Intereſt in the glad 
Occaſion, to lend a Voice, and joyn with him their 
King in making up the ſacred Chorus, Jet Iſrael 
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Ver: 3. 


Ver. 6, * 


Ver. 8, 9. 


now ſay that bis Mercy endurerh for ever; and It 
the holy Tribe, the Prieſts and Levites, or in his 
own words, O let the Houſe of Aaron now confeſs 
that bis Mere y endureth for ener: And then having 
exhorted others, he proceeds more warmly to ex- 
cite himfelf, an d be inflamd into the Zealous Pra- 
ctice of the ſame Praife and Gratitude to God, by 
commemorating his Benefits to his Royal Self ; ] 
called, ſays he, upon the Lord in my diſireſs : "the 
Lord an ſwerecl me, and ſet me in a large place. For 
which Reflection on God's former Goodneſs to him, 
he there takes heart, reſolving what to do here- 


after; The Lord is on my ſide, 4 will not fear what 
Man can do unto ne. The Lord taketh my part with 
them that help me; therefore ſhall y fie my deſire 


upon them that hate me. And to confirm himſelf 
in theſe his Reſolutions, he happily layes down a 
Practical Concluſion ; It is better 10 truſt in the 


Lord, then to put confidence in Man. It is better 


to iruft in the Lord, then to put confidence in Princes, 


Here in my Text he ſeems more Emphatically to 


expreſs himſelf, though to the ſame purpoſe, There 
is no State of Man in which we may rationally 
confide, no, not even in the moſt Powerful and 


Mighty, who are no more than Men, whoſe Breath 
is in their Noſtrils; and therefore, 


2 put not pour truſt in Princes, nor in the Sor of 
Man, in whom there is no help: But, 

Happy is the Man that hath the God of Facob for 
his help. and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 


Hope and Fear are what are known to guide and 
to determine, and like two wings convey the Soul 
in all its motions ; Which, if they move not LA 
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form and equal, keeping a true Ballance, and poiſing 
it direct towards the ſame point, obſtruct the pro- 
grcls of the Mind that it muſt neceſſarily ceaſe, 
The Royal Prophet therefore having before fix'd 
refolvedly, 1 will not fear what Man can do unto me. 
Thus having remov'd his Fear from all inferiour 
Objects, he effeftually determines where to lodge 
his Hope ; 17 is better to truſt in the Lord, &c. And 
ſo in this place, Happy 1s the Man that hath the God 
of Jacob for his help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord 
his God. 
Which words being a Practical Inference of this 
Great Man, I ſhall not here trouble you with any 
other Gloſs upon them: only I will endeavour to. 
make out the bare Importance of them, as they lye 
before us in a naked Propoſition, T hat the Happi- 
neſs of a Man depends upon his Truſt and Confi- 
dence in God above all other Things. 


Now this I ſhall endeavour to prove by theſe 
two Mediums. 


Firſt, From the Conſideration of the Promiſes 
that God has given us. And, 


Secondly, From the Properties of God himſelf. 


Firſt, It is happy for that Man whoſe Hope is in 
the Lord his God, becauſe the Promiſes of God 
are more large, indefinite and abſolute, than they 

can be in the Son of Man; and all Human Pro- 
miſes on the other hand are made with more Ex- 
ceptions, and many ways and methods of Reſerve- 
ment and Evaſion. 
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* m_ necd. 


Baer s Caron, 


"Tis, the part of a Wiſe Man, ayes one, to 


promiſe nothing without Exception, and then this 


Exception muſt regulate and limit his Performance 


and the weakneſs of this Promiſe will appear from 


hence, that theſe Exceptions ſeldom are expreſſed; 
as it appears by the Inſtance of the ſame Moraliſt 
+ little after, who thus explains himſelt 5 Prom 
65 veficium, nit | fe quid inciaiſſet quare 505 deberem 
dare I gave my word, ſayes he, to do my Friend 
hat Good, - unleſs ſomewhat. extraordinary ſhould 
intervene and fo prevent me. So limited are Hu- 
man Promiſes that there is little, very little, or no 
dependance to be made upon them. 

Solomon the Magnificent promis'd Ebrain Baſſa, 
his Privado. and chief Favourite, that he would 
never hurt him ſo long as he liv'd : yet when he 
afterwards grew jealous of his Practices, ſuſpect- 


ing that 'twas he that had, from ſome Correſ pon- 
d 2 with the States of Chriſtendom, diverted his 
1 againſt the Chriſtians to a War againſt 


the Perſiars that prov'd diſadvantagious, he com- 
manded him to be Murder'd in his Sſeep to ſave his 
Fronule. 


And it were happy if this like Treachery were 


but conſimd to Twrkey only. If Chriſtians had not 


learn'd the ſame or hooks evading Methods to break 
aud to diſſolve all thoſe ſtrict Obligations which 


cither the moſt ſolemn Promifes, Profeſſions and 


Vows, or even the moſt ſacred Oaths or Teſts can 
faſten on them, then had not Henry the Third, 
whoſe Memory is Famous and Recorded by it, after 


he had Thrice ſo ſolemnly Sworn to obſerve the 


Capitulations agreed on with his Barons, as often 
broke them under the Preten ce and ſeeming San- 
| ctuary 
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ary of A ' Popith Diſpenſation. 80 little Truſt 
and Confidence is rationally to be repoſed in an 
Human Tyes or ever ſo ſtrict Engagements, though 
fortified by the moſt ſolemn Obligations whatſo- 
Vers: 
But God uſes not theſe Shifts and Subterfuges to 
dude his Word : He is often better but never worſe 
than what his Promiſes aſſure. They indeed are 
unfirmed with Oaths made by himſelf, becauſe he has 
„ greater to ſwear by, and therefore cannot be diſ- 
| 1cnſed withal ; for He has no ſuperiour to dif- 
penſe with Him from the Obſervation and Perfor- 
nance of them. 

Beſides, as all Human Promiſes are more flight 
nd treacherous as to preſent Performances, bY are 
hey no leſs ſhort and contract in reſpect to future. 
And in this reſpect the Greateſt and moſt Powerful 
of Men mult neceſſarily fall ſhort, A Prince may 
momiſe to a Favourite his own Gracious Afpet;, 
ind may continue it unto his Life's end: But alas! 
he cannot engage or fecure one that his Grand- 
Child ſhall favour the Poſterity of the other. 

A very remarkable Inſtance of which Truth we 
have in Joſeph, by whoſe Diſcretion, Foreſight and. 
Providence, the Egyptians were deliver d from the 
Danger of a Seven Years Famine : For this the- 
faelite was taken into mighty Favour, ſuch as to 
become able to provide for all his Relations, and 
o maintain the numerous Offspring of his whole _ 
Family ; and all this ſaſted too during the whole, 
life of that King. 5 

But when he was dead, then, alas! he Cite Was 
quite another thing; things ran wholly different, 
ad alterd then, and the Golden Scope was cha n- 


C ged; 
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aed > and theſe late te Favourites were now v become 
the publick Vaſtals; for ſo it was, that there aroſe 
up a new King that knew not fo 2ph No, he took 
no Notice of any Promiſe that might be made by Pr 

him that was before him, neither did he remember 1 
the Benefits of Joſeph, Exod. I. 8. br 
But now the Promiſes of God to Abraham were N 
far otherwiſe ; and the Bleſſing was Entail'd upon W. 
his Poſterity, continuing the Succeſſion of ſo many © 
Generations, according to God's own Character that 7 
He vouchſafes to give us of Himſelf, even that He 
is a God ſhewing Mercy unto thouſands, unto te £ | 
third and fourth Generation. "IF 0 
The Royal Prophet, under a true Senſe and No- is 
tion of this Truth, when God had promiſed, that * 
2 Sam. 7. 19, he would ſettle the Kingdom on the Line of David, E 
0 
fl 
v 
2 
e 


10 reflects upon't as a Promiſe worthy of the alone : 

Majeſty of God. He could but wonder and admire #1 

at that Divine Providence that had to that Time 

preſerv'd his Houſe and Family, and .carry'd him 

through all thoſe Difficulties and Diſpenſations that E 

he had met with. But when he conſidered what 

was to come to him ſtill, this ſent him into the 

Preſence of God, and made him in that Rapture to | 1 

bid. cry out, Aud yet this was but a ſmall thing in thy 
ſiaht, 0 Lord ! "Var thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy fer- | 
vants houſe for a great while to come; and is this | 

the manner of Man, 0 Lord God? Intimating } 

thereby, that it is not the manner of Man, whole 5 

Nature and Capacity in its moſt able ſenſe, extends | 

his Promiſes no farther, nor can extend them far- | 

ther, than the mere limits 9 his own duration. | 
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But Secondly, The Heppineſs of a Man depends | 


upon his Truſt and Confidence in God. And this 
will appear from the Conſideration of the Divine 
Properties. And, 

1. In reſpect of God's Goodneſs. He that can 
propoſe Relief, or expect to reap Supply for his 
Neceſſities and Wants from Human Goodneſs, as 
well may ſuch a one expe& to quench his Thirſt 


even from the Morning Dew: For all human good- 


neſs is as a morning cond, and as the carly foo it 
goes away, Hol. 6. 4. 


'Tis God that is the Original and the Fountain 
of all Goodneſs ; of which whatever is in Man, 


is but communicated and derived from God, and 
when receiv'd, tis generally allay'd with Human. 
Evil : For ſhould we but furvey the brighteſt Form 
of Human Goodneſs, and found it in the moſt na- 
tural Channel in which it ſeems to flow moſt freely, 
we ſhall find it to proceed in ſo very ſmall a Stream, 
as what ſoon, and upon the leaſt occaſion, will be 
evapotated and dryed up. 

Certainly if Human Goodneſs has any Current 


that may be preſumed to be deep and laſting, it 


muſt be in that Affection which paſſes betwixt Pa- 
rents and their Children: But if we ſound this, we 
hall find it ſo very ſhallow as that it will bear na 


Veſſels of Burden, no Weight or Lading of Confi- 


dence and Truſt. 
(I.) Then let us examine it in its aſcending; 
Channel, even from Children to their Parents: And 


alas will not their Deportment juſtifie all the Com- 
plaints and Lamentations of the other? What in- 
conſiderable poor Returns do Parents reap for their 


Affection, their Care and their continual Expence 2. 
Are. 
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Are not their Admonitions and Reproofs, their 

Pious Exhortations and Corrections, (the moſt ex. 

cellent Donatives of Parents, thoſe incomparable 
Portions which are made by Nature equally com- 
municable unto all without exception, without the 

Prelacy or Diſtinction of Primogeniture, and unto 

which all are equally born Heirs, yet) are not theſe, 

I fay, received with Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy, 8 

with Diſobedience, and oft-times with Rebellion? 

Gcn..9. 22. Has not Ham long ago proclaim'd and publiſpd hi; | 
own Shame to all Poſterity, even by diſcovering the 
 Nakedneſs of his Father > And has not Eſan com- 
forted himſelf with the malicious and too haſty | 
Meditation that the days of Mourning for his Fa- 
e ther were at hand? Gen. 27. Have not the very 


* Filins ant 


diemPatriinsin- 


gurt in Amos, Heathens expreſs'd their apprehenſions of this 1 
Grievance ? And did not Abſalom expreſs as much 
Impiety in his importunate purſuit of his Fathers 


Life and Kingdom, and in the deteſtable Pollution 

of his Bed from which himſelf was ſprung, as his 

Royal Father did an Aged Fondneſs in his ſad 
Complaint, and the bewailing of his Death? 

2 Chron 32. 2 Sam. 16. Was not Sennacherib Murder d by his 
5 own Sons, and offer'd up the Bloody Victim to 
their Unnatural Cruelty, even while he was Wor- 
ſhiping in the Temple of his God ? | ALES 
And that we may behold how little the World 
is mended in this reſpe& by the ſucceſſion of Ages; 
was not King Henry the Second, for a great part of 
his Reign, diſtracted by Unjuſt and Civil Wars? 


Of which all his own Three Sons were the chief 


tneendiaries, and prime Leaders ; which made his 


Majeſty complain to ſome that were about him: 


See, ſayes he, how Law perſecuted by my own Bowels ! 
„ | „ Behol d 


* 
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| Behold then how Ingratitude i is, e 7 peak- 
ing, the ſole Intereſt return d by Children, even 
unto thoſe to whom they are indebted for, and 
owe their very Being; ſo very little Goodneſs 
rcigns between the neareſt in Relation and by Na- 
ture: And if a Father can't repoſe a Confidence in 
his own Bowels ; if Parents, I ſay, can't confide 
nor truſt in thoſe, Who have nothing but what they 
receive from them; and if the Child which ſhould 
be the Staff of his Fathers Age, is oftentimes turn'd 
into the ſoreſt Rod, O what then, Or in what ſort 
of Men may Confidence be placed, to ffee Gray 
Hairs from falling down with Sorrow to the Grave! 

But poſſibly it may be, as fome tell us, that Hu- 
man Love 1s a kind of Fire that moves moſt natu- 
rally downward, as other Sparks fly upward ; that 
like the Sun warms moſt in its deſcent. + | 

Thus then let us diſcover it in its deſcending 
Stream, and as it flowes from Parents to their 
Children; and then ſee how little Truſt or Con- 
hdence, may be repoſe. even alſo. in this Rela- 
tion. 

If the Hiſtorical Account of 13 de true, 
was not a Wolf much more affectionate than a Na- 
tural Parent? Or, if this or that of Jede be fa- 
bulous and uncertain, yet ſtill does the com- 
mou practice of the World proclai e e Rigour 
and Unnatural Severity among Parents ? How 1 ma- 
ny Princes Courts hath Jealouſie brought into De- 
ſolation, and the contentions Rivality of a Thrane 


bo has it made Parents to become the cruel Au- 


hots of their own Childrens Deaths: dnl 1] Nd. 


? . 
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Plat. 38. 11. 


Seigniour, out of a vehement, yet cuſtomary, Fear | 
of State, ſometimes Strangles all his Children, but 
the Eldeſt; but moſt commonly removes all his | 


the Bow-ſtring are deem'd the only Antidotes, the 


In the Ones Cont » we know, that the Grand | 


Male Children, fo ſoon as they are grown up, to 
the remoteſt Provinces of his Empire, whom they | 
ſcarce ever ſee again: So that there Diſtance and | 


moſt uſual Preſervations, againſt the Infectious Mr. 4 
ladies of that Court's Jealouſies. | 
And it ſcems to intimate ſomewhat like to this, 
what the Royal Pſalmiſt hinteth in theſe words; 
When my Father and my Mother forſook me, kl 


Lord wad me up, Pal. 27. 10. För though per- J 


haps he was not in this Senſe Literally forſaken by 
his Parents, but deſerted only by the neceſſary 
Divorce of Death ; yet his words ſcem to imply | 
a poſſibility of it; and he himſelf moſt oy 
complains of it in "another place, in regard of all 
the Relations that he had, My Lowers, ſays he, ak 


my Friends ſtood looking on my Trouble at 4 di- 


How: and my Kinſmen ſtood of: ar off. Such arc the | 
greateſt Reaſons of our Confidence in Man, even | 


under the moſt Sacred Tyes, and Natural and moſt | 


Endearing Obligations 
But witk God it is not thus: For the Divine 

Affection is more permanent and ſtable; and there 
is none ſo much a Father, none ſo much a Friend, 


none fo to be truſted or fo ready to aſſiſt in time 


of Trouble, and in the Prophet's Notion, none 


that is ſo loath and unwilling to forget as He is: 


Ila, 49. 15: Can 4 Woman forget her fucking Child, that fhe ſhould 


not have Compaſſion on the Son of ber Womb : * 
they 
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hy do forget get I wil not forget thee faith the = 
Lord God, But, 


2. It is the Happineſs of a 1 l to pub entire 
to Confidence in God, not only in reſpe& of his 
ey J Coodneſs, but his Almighty Power alſo : And 
nd alas! with what Security can any Confidence be 
he | repoſed i in Man, a weak frail Mortal, and ſuch an 
1. impotent and dying Creature! whole :moft- impor- 
F tunate Attempts oftner are crofs'd and diſappoint- 
is ed, than happy or crown'd with Succeſs ; all which, 
I if any may be expected, yet pong entirely n 
3 God's Difpoſal. 
I Balak would give me bir" boufe ful of Silver Numb. 22. 18. 
J and Gold, I cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord 


0. 


) 
d IJ ny God, to do leſs or more, was the Confeſſion of 
y i Balaam before a King: And he certainly that could 
not tranſgreſs his Commiſſion in ſpeaking of a 
Word, could he, think we, act any thing prejudi- 
1 cil to that People whoſe Protection God himſelf 


had undertaken ?/ 

Would it not he deem'd the groſſeſt kind of 18 
rnorance and Stupidity, to rely more upon an Offi- 
err inferiour, limited and circumſcrib'd by his Com- 

miſſion, than on the General, the Prince or Sove- 
reign, that is abſolute and independent, and whom 
all the reſt beſides do homage to and obey ? It is 
no leſs a Folly, an Inſtance of the ſame Lnfirmh- 
tion, to put Relyance upon Man, a private and an 
inconſiderable part of Nature, more. than. upon 
God, the Great Original of Power and 1225 * 
Univerſal Monarch of the whole Ws 


mn & S 


How 


—— — — rymmeny——_—_ — : r nee, 
Hoy mean, alas, and how ridiculous-is the u. on 
28 . | Slag upon 
moſt Juriſdiction that the vaineſt Man can pretend 
to? To ſee a Canutus drels'd in his moſt Roya al it 
- Daniſh Robes, plac'd upon ; his Throne, and then“ 
Imperiouſly chide the Sea when it grows rough and 
boiſterous. Alas! How in vain did that Can 
chide, as if his Breath would have made the Wavez 
:rctire ! Which fill continued their Inundation til 
they waſh'd his Robes, and made him to diſlodge 
. with all his Royal Enſigns: Or, to ſœe la Aera 
caſting bis Fetters into the Ocean, threatening to 
: thackle its inſulting Billows, yet the ſame Waters WM 
will in three days time rebel and ſwallowcup, ati. | 
dero all his diſcomfited Battalions -... 
his is the vain Foundation of all Human Truſt, F 
for it is God alone that rules the raging of the 
ea, that maketh #he Waters ſtand on an heap, that 
Iſrael may go through; that hath all, Nature ſtoop- 
ing at his Word: Tis, He alone that can ſay, as 
the Centurion to his Servant, to one Element go, 
and it goeth, and to another come rand it cometh, | 
and to a third dorthis; and it doth it:; that can 
ſay unto a Mountain, be thou removed, and it 
hall: come to paſs, and at whoſe Word the Heavens 
und the Earth ſhall: melt away. When he commands, 
 Jidg. 5. 2c. he. Stars: ſhall. fight againſt Siſera in their:iConrfers, 
Exc d. 9. 18, .and tO perform his Will, The Hail from Heatien 
Mall deſtroy the Catiel of the Egyptian: And more 
lh. 1c. 12, of the Amarites ſhall fall by the arreſt of Hail ſtones, 
: than by:the keen purſuit of. the-{ſraetitiſh d mird. 
Thus we read how the very Winds, when Jun 
moned by the Prayers of that Chriſtian Legion, 
retorted back the Darts of the Roman Infidels 
474 | A 5 upon 
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my their own Bodies: A Paſſage ſor eniracalons, 
hat Claudlian bimfelt could not forbear the mention 
of it in ae 2 wich l | | 

48 
13 vimium diledte 555 7 cui ; wikita Mae. 
Ex "I vennnt ad claſſe ica Venti. 


0, ſays he, thou Chriſtian Emperour ! Thou art 
vo great a Favourite of thy God ! What Charm 
; there in that Croſs upon thy Standard, that it 
ls. thus compel the Stars, and Heaven it {clt, 
o fight thy Cauſe, and call the very Winds. to an- 
ſer the Alarms of your Trumpets ff So operative 
Wind effectual are Second Cauſes, when managed 
Ind applyed by Him who is the Firſt, the Prinot- 
gal and Omnipotent Original bt them all. 
Ocherwiſe and without his Hat, as there is mo 
— mief in any of them, ſo therefore is there no 
S Wituſting, no aſſurance in them: If Iſrael will leas 
wor the Staff of Egypt, it:fhall be ſo far from / 
e's Support, that it ſhall pierce his hund If Aſa 
nds to the Phyſecians ' firſt, and ſooner lecks to 
tem than unto God, whatever they adminiſter 
ball work no Cure, and end in nothing elſe but 
Death: So impotent and weak are Second Caufes 
n thetnſelves, that to depend upon them would 
ht be at beſt, to truſt unto a broken Reed, _, 
te ws, to embrace a Cloud. But, 


_— 
— 


p 


13. Iti is pp ier to truſt in God than to put Con- 
ace in the Gow of Mai ; becauſe of his unmentfe 
ad; nnfathoniable Wiſdom. It was the Deſtructi- 
k of the Rebellious Al ſalom, the Rum of ing. 
E el 
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niſcient, to foreſee Events, and to look before ing 
{ to the Reſults and Conſequences of all Human 
Actions; and therefore he can never be at a logg 
for Means to finiſh and effect the Ends and Pur 
| Poſes he has deſigned: He oftentimes diſcerns thal 
moſt harmonious congruity and excellent propor 
tion, even betwixt thoſe very Things which Hu 


fitteſt place and neareſt ſtep to Fo/eph's Honour a ind 


Cæſars Side, were the moſt proper Inſtruments and 
Means unto the Welfare, -Happinefs and Advance 


ment of thoſe Bleſſed Children, of that Sacred Pro 
phet, or of Ceſar ? 


quences of theſe Adventures, hallowed! theſe Mira 


ſearchable Wiſdom '; that wWe might learn from 
hence to truſt and to confide in him alone, to 


far and the Undoing of F his Party, merely bi del : 
pending on the Wiſdom and the Counſel of 4%, | 


tophel. He truſted, *tis true, to a very Politick andl 
Cunning States-man ; but alas! he wanted the Di4 
rection and Guidance of Him who maketh thei 
Wiſdon of the Wiſe to be turned into Folly, and uud 
Crafty to be taken in their own Devices ; and then 
no wonder that it ſhould be as the Wife Man tells 
us, That there it one exd' to the 1 ſe and to the : 
Fool. f 


But it is the ſole Prerogative of God to be Ond b 


"4 


man Reaſoning would judge moſt oppoſite, and ; 
extreamly contrary to one another. : 
Thus who would have believ'd a Dungeon d 10 


Preferment? Who could have imagined that 4 
Fiery Furnace, or a Den of Lions, or a Spear if 


But God that dae Coke the happy Conſel 
cles unto the Glory of the Unbounded and Uni 


ou 


that faithfully believe. 
the deepeſt Wiſdom are recorded in Holy Writ, to 
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our ue wh Dependance on that Ay Provi- 
dence, which is for ever waking and guarding them 
Theſe, Sacred Inſtances of 


iuflame us with a Divine Zeal, and teach ns to 
Bleſs and to Adore his Holy Name ; to fee the vaſt 
diſproportion betweeen: all Human Aid and his k: 
and therefore to defpiſe all other in reſpect of it: 
To know our beſt Support, and to be conſtantly 
endeavouring to build our Faith upon chis Rock, 
even the Rock of our Salvation. 

It is related; ſomewhere, as I remember; of 


Cardinal Woolſey, that being deſperately ſick, as he 
was Journeying to Court upon the Summons of 


the King; and I think he dyed in his Journey: 
But one; to comfort him, aſſur'd him, that queſti- 
onleſs he would find his Majeſty a Gracious Maſter: 


0% / ſays he, had I but ſerved God at faithfully as 


I have ſervd the King, He. would not haue 0 > 
me now-l am old. 

And would but we believe and; traſt. in God 1 
the fame meaſure as we place our dependances in 
Men, He never would baffle nor delude our Hopes, 


He never would difappoint us in fo groſs a man- 


ner, as they whom we moſt conhde i A e all our 
Worldly Matters but too often! do. Nec 
Nay, the- wery Will and Dis rofltion;.Ithe very 


ac of Truſt in God; would: ; A an unſpeakable 


Reward, even in its own Nature: For let us but 
look on Faith even in the meaneſt of: its Offices, 

L mean as it diſpoſes us to a truſting of God with 
our Temporal Concerns and Weltare, and to aſfull 
Submithon to the Will and Wiſdom of Almighty: 
God, = 


a6 - "Dome Confelenc. 


God 3 Or as it does confirm us in a Reſolution and 

Aſſurance that God can chooſe better for us than we 
can for our ſelves; and that whatever he thinks 
fit to diſpenſe concerning us, whether his hotteſt 
or moſt bitter Potion, that ſtill all this is fitteſt for 
our . preſent State, and eſpecially for our future 
Good; and therefore is more eligible, more to be 
deſired by us: than any thing ane we could have 
ask d or e for. 34 
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1 ſay, would we but thus confide in God, even 
in theſe the ſmalleſt Inſtances of our Faith, what 
à preſent Reward would this be to us even While 
we ſojourn in this World ! What an Heavenly Be- 
atitude and Bleſſed State of Reſt would ſuch a2 
noble Confidence as this create in a Man's Mind ! 
O whit:a Sabbath would this be! What a Secu- ? 
rity from all that Servile Work, thoſe horrid Per- 
jury's and baſe and vile Luba, which wic= | 
ked and deſig igning Men drudge under ! How would 
this feeure a Man's Integrity and Uprightneſs, even 
umder the ſevereſt Tryals and Diſpenſations what- 
ſoever ! So that though the Earth were ſhaken, and 
the Hills were tarried to the midſt of the Sea; Si 
falt ur illabatur Onbis, impavidum ferient ruin 
Though Heaven and Earth ſhonld flee away, and 
Nature ſhouſd be jumbled into a Diffotution, none 
of theſe Things would be able to undermine this 
Chriſtian Confidence; for all ſuch ſacred Reſo- 
Jations ſtand ſtrong they ſtand upon a Baſis, 

3 that can ever!thil, and in the Pfalmilt's words, 

4 een. 5 ME a hw go rub ſtand falt, his Heart is fixed 
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An wheb-we lift our 1 om ghz ben 
we caſt our Eyes above our Heads, lookifig upon 


the Sacred Object of our Faith and Truſt; when 


we behold 125 ſee Him as * 


The Fountain and Original of 7, U ver- Dew 
all Good, as the Creator of the 


World and of Mankind, as the Life of every 1 


ated Being, as that God that Created the Bright- 


neſs of the Sun, in whom is the Light of Angels, 


and the Shine of Truth ; when we look upon Cod 


as the perpetual Support and Glory of the Uni- 


verſe ; O what is there that can take our Eyes off 


from being fixed for ever upon this Brightneſs ! 


And what a ſorry, pitiful Amuſement is it to fix a 


Truſt or Confidence on any thing but God ! 


Let us fall down before his Foofiſtool ! Let us 


proſtrate our ſelves before him, and adore the God 


of our Salvation ! Owning our Dependance on 
his Goodneſs ; committing our ſelves wholly to 


his Providence and Protection: For then, in ſpight 
of wicked Men and Devils, we ſhall be fafe. 


Ont en ̃ oa WAS. Beck a 


33 3 3 


And the Good God in 3 we Truſt, (and 


unto whom ſhould we flee for Succour but to Him) 


be Merciful unto us, and Bleſs us, and be our De- 


fence and Guide unto Death! «hat when we reſt - 
from our Labours, of our Faith that can never dye, 
may be ſwallowed up in Victory, and waft my 
that 


— 


—— * 


* Ju Vita 2 Genter Vite Luciſ, bro ant 
Mar, V.ctor. 
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* that Sacred Place of oy, which is the Inheritance 
K A . ich is the Inheritance 
Bleſſed Saviour: To whom with the Father, and 

due, all Honour, and Glory, and Praiſe 


Majeſty, and Dominion. Auen. Os 


through Jeſus Chriſt our 
the Holy Ghoſt, be for ever © aſcribed as is moſt 
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ks Printed for, and Sold by S. Manſhip, at the 
Ship in Cornhil, near the Royal- Exchange. 
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